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1. @, Water Power Sites: The city of Sen Jose is served by the privately 
owned Compania Recional de Fuerze y Luz. ‘This compeny has a steem power 
plant. Other sections of Costa Rice sre served by 28 government company, 
the Instituto Costariquense de Electricidad, which has scattered plants, 
mostly hydroelectric. The total capecity of this government power company - 
is about 10,000 kilowatte in six plants, Costa Rice is currently 
guffering fros a severe pover shortage. The private company is attempting 
te meet the shortage by the construction of 6 new 10,000 kw steam plent st 
San Antonio near San Jose. ‘The government power compeny is engaged in & 
hydroelectric project on the Rio Grande at La Gerita in the province of 
Alajuela, The installation now is being made for 30,000 kw with provisions 
for doubling that capacity in the future. Zlectricite de France is 
serving 88 consultant to the Costa Rican Government on thie project. Strean 
geuging and detailed mapping ie just being started on the Rio Reventazon 
neer Turrialbs, Hydroelectric potential there aay reach 200,000 ky, 


according to /s US edvisor/. ,7 
Be pee pee re There is no coal or oll. A US company is now 
Be sou rn corner of the country. . 
2. $ The major need in Costa Rica is for sdequate highways. As of 1952, 


re vere only 1,500 kus of all-weather highways, aad moat of these sre 
confined to the heavily populated area on the Meseta Central. The Pan- 
American Highway is paved for about 70 kas north of San Jose and about 30 
kas south, The Pan-American Highway runs for about 135 kes south of San 
Jose, but the unpaved portion ie frequently blocked vy elides. The remaining 
145 las of the highvay from ite present terminus at Sen Isidro del Genoral 
te the Panama border has not been started, ‘The Pan-American Highway hea 
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been cut through to the Nicaraguen border on the north but is very 
rough and is impassable in the reiny season, There is no road of any 
sort on the Caribbean coast, nor is there any road connecting the 
eastern portion of the country vith the populated areas in the west. 
Beceuse of the absence of roads, much internal freight is carried by 
air, : 


3. : In general, the railroad system is relatively good. An 
electric reilroad, Ferrocarril Electricito al Pacifico, runs from 
Puntarenas to San Jose. The northern reilroed rune from San Jose to 
the Caribbean slope serving the port of Puerto Limon. There are alec 
banena railroads rumning from Utasi into Panewe on the Caribbean coast 
and on the Pacific coast from Golfito to Puerto Cortes and from Quepos 
to Parrita. The equipment on the Government owned rafiroad is fairly 
geod, but that on the northern railwey is antiquated steaw equipment. 
There are plens to replace these stesu engines by new diesel locomotives. 
fhe total length of the Ferrocarril Electricite al Pacifico is 143 kus, 
and of the northern raiiway, §23 kus. 


&, @: Passengers and freight ere carried by Lineas Acrens 
quenses, which flies DC-3's, and by Aerovias del Valle, (abbrevi- 
ated A. Ye.) which flies Cessnas, ; 


5. Rt : There are no uavigable rivers wholly within Costa Rica. The 
i duen, on the northeastern border, fe actually within Nicaragua. 
& portion of the Rio Sixaola, on the northern portion of the Panamanian 
perler, is navigable. 
6. Mape: Kepping is done by the Instituto Geografico Nacional, working in 
eooperstion with the Inter-American Geodetic Service. Topographic mapping 
bas been started and is now being carried on in conjunction with the serial 
photography being done by the Inter-/merican Geodetic Service, Nine topo~ 
graphic sheets have been completed /Oct 5u/. All topographic mapping is 
being done on a scale of 1:25,000 with a ter contour interval. 


T. Geologic Setting: Although Costa Rica is unique among Central American 
Guntries in having a government geologist, there is little imown about 
the geology of the country. ‘The government geologist, Dr. Cesar Dondoli, 
teaches at the Eecuele de Agricultura and serves as geologic advisor tc 
the Ministerio de Agricultura. In general, the cordillera extending from 
the Niceraguan to the Panamanian border is composed of Tertiary extrusives 
oud pyroclestics with isolated intrusive masses, West of the cordillere 
there ie a narrow strip of Tertiary sediments along the Pacific coast and 


wy 
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including aleo tost of the peninsula of Nicoya. On the Caribbean 
slope from the south end of Leke Nicaragua a bend of Quaternary 
Jscuatrine and terrestrial eediments extends southeastward covering 
mest of the Caribbean slope south of Lake Nicavegus and south of 
the Rio Gan Juan to Puerte Lison. In part, these sedimente are 
terrace deposits, end in part are deposits formed during « once 


comfillera, The Meseta Central ie composed principally of Tertiary 
and Quaternary volcanice an4 pyroclestica, 


8. Feaphom: The Ministerio de Agriculture hes a Direccion de Suslos 
eoll survey) under the direction of Dr. J. Alberto . This soil 
survey has recently started work and hae confined most of ite 
activity to the rich coffee lands on the Mesets Central. A bulletin on 
the soils of a portion of the Meveta Central vill be published 
shortly. Aside from the Mesete Central, only isolated studies have 
been made on solis in other portions of the country. 4n article éo 
1943 published by Dr. Dondoli mentions the lateritic soils of the 
Valley of Rio el General sround San Isidro, Gr. Torres told me that 
the soils around Gan Isidre del General and around Paraiso in the 
Meteta Central conetituted the beat lateritic soils kmown in the 
country. I latex sampled these and found thea to be deeply weathered, 
truly lateritic soils cf e type often rich in aluminum. I took 
eeveral sumples for detailed analysis in the US. 
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